ROBESPIERRE
hated, yet have remained at the head of government.
But what man can govern when he has become the butt
of the populace? Vadier—more than likely aided by
Barere, whom Robespierre had defended many times
at the Jacobin Club—next levelled a blow at Maximilien
that, it was hoped, would finish him by rendering him
ridiculous.
There lived at that time in a narrow street back of
the Pantheon an old woman by the name of Catherine
Theot. She had at one time been an inmate of an insane
asylum, but this did not hinder her from gathering
about her a certain number of converts to the form of
religion she preached. The particulars of her doctrine
are not important, but she was known among her
followers as the "Mother of God", and the sect in-
dulged in rites of an absurd osculatory nature. Among
her adherents was a former member of the Constituent
Assembly, a monk by the name of Dom Gerle, who had
voted with the Left, and to whom Robespierre had
issued a certificate of civism. A sister-in-law of Madame
Duplay likewise seems to have found consolation in
Catherine Theot's religious vagaries.
It is more than probable that but for these circum-
stances—which established a link, however slender,
between her and Robespierre—Catherine would not
have been bothered. But Vadier, whom his secret
agents had acquainted with all these details, now sud-
denly saw vast possibilities in the affair. The gathering
of religious zealots could be metamorphosed into a
royalist conspiracy, and if the link between Catherine
and Robespierre was slender, it could be easily
strengthened by the use of that imagination on which
Vadier prided himself.
So a raid was made on Catherine Theot's apartment,
and she and a number of the illuminati were taken into
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